
by Danielle Sireci, now 25,
of West Islip.

Sireci said that police
never said anything to her
about finding prescription
drugs, and she denied she
was on medication.

“That is not a fact. The
police have never
brought it up to me. And I
totally agree there should
be drug and alcohol test-
ing because I was sober,
and it would prove 100
percent I was,” she said
earlier this month.

The DMV conducted a
hearing on the accident on
April 4, 2013, and an admin-
istrative law judge, Todd
Schall, ruled on July 18,
2013, there was nothing to
indicate Sireci had contrib-
uted to the accident. He
ruled that she could keep
her license, but he noted
that police had been noti-
fied of the hearing and had
not sent a representative.

“There is no indication
in this case record . . . that
drugs or alcohol were dis-
covered at the scene or in
respondent’s vehicle, nor
that the consumption of
drugs or alcohol was sus-
pected on the part of ei-
ther [Sireci or James Walk-
er],” Schall wrote in a deci-
sion dated April 4, 2013.

Suffolk police issued a
statement saying they
missed the hearing be-
cause the police officer
was on vacation, and the
department has “taken
steps to ensure that future
miscommunications do
not take place.”

State Sen. John Flanagan
(R-East Northport) spon-
sored a bill that passed the
Senate last year that would
remove the requirement
that there be signs of im-
pairment before police can
order a test of the driver. A
similar, but not identical,
bill passed the Assembly.

“Iwould loveto see legis-
lation that mandates test-
ing,but therearefundamen-
tal issues of due process,”
Flanagan said. “This is a
very interim, positive step.”

Nassau County District
Attorney Kathleen Rice
has criticized the current
drug-testing law because il-
legal substances are de-
fined only as those listed
in the Public Health Law,
which includes Adderall,
but not such intoxicants as
bath salts, some synthetic
marijuana or the aerosol
spray Dust-Off.




